
Essential to read, keep and refer to: 

Congratulations on gaining a place in the Area Final of  

Open Mic UK 2019…The Road to The O2! 
You are now one performance away from the Grand Final within The 02! 

Please find below the key facts you require for the next stage of the competition. 

Judging: Both the audience and judges will decide who progresses to the Grand Final 

at The O2 on Saturday 1st Feb. The judges’ top scorers will progress, alongside the acts 

with the highest audience votes, provided that they are in the top half of the 

judges’ scores. Each audience member votes for 2 acts on their ticket after all the acts 

have performed. The Head Judge will automatically put through the act with the best 

original song. Additional marks will be allocated for acts performing original songs whilst 

deducting marks should a cover song lack originality. 

 

Tickets: All acts are given 25 tickets for their Area final. They are valued at £12 per 

ticket, so please look after them! Acts should aim to sell all 25 tickets and there are 

some great incentives for those who do, with prizes including recording studio time, 

professional performance photos and videos to be won! It’s also common for acts to 
request more tickets, so please send us an email if you require any more. If you don’t 
sell all 25 tickets, you can return any unsold on the day of your final. We always 

encourage acts to bring a supportive fan base of family and friends to vote for you, to 

help cheer you on and give you that extra confidence boost so that you can perform at 

your best. 

Please collect ticket money as you issue tickets to your supporters (DO NOT issue 

tickets for them to pay on the day, you need to settle for the tickets you have sold upon 

arrival) 

 

Registration: Upon arrival, please have your ticket sales all calculated in full. You can 

pay in cash or by card upon arrival. Unlike in previous years, any backing music will be 

requested to be transferred ahead of the day to be tested, while any instruments will be 

line checked ahead of your performance.  

Performance: All contestants should prepare a performance of no longer than 3 

minutes 30 seconds. Acts are to use a backing track and/or a strict maximum of up to 2 

instruments as an accompaniment. Please note that you will be backstage with our crew 

for the duration of your show, so please bring everything you’ll need, including drinks 
and any snacks. 

Photos & Filming: On the day of your final, you may purchase professional photos 

and videos of your performance on stage. Photos cost £25 (or free if you sell 10 tickets 

or more, with prices increasing to £30 post-show) and you will receive a minimum of 15 

action-shots in high-resolution JPG files via email. High Definition Filming costs £45 (or 

free if you sell 18 tickets or more, with prices increasing to £50 post-show), sent as a 

downloadable MP4 video for your social media, and will also be uploaded to the Open Mic 

UK YouTube channel. Alternatively, you can purchase both photos and filming, on the 

day only, for a special offer price of £60. Please allow 3 weeks for editing and delivery of 

orders. 

 

Finally, good luck! Make the most of the competition and enjoy it! 

 


